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to the strong claims presented by the beautiful island of
Ceylon, and to the necessity of endeavouring to restore and
instruct the multitudes of nominal Christians there who had
been induced to conform to Christianity chiefly by the
political influence and patronage of the Portuguese and
Dutch Governments, but were then destitute of religious
instruction, and, as might be expected, were fast relapsing
into heathenism. The claims of various parts of continental
India were also discussed; but in those days of slow com-
munication and defective information respecting distant
lands, it seemed difficult to come to a decision in London
upon so important a point as the particular localities and
stations to be occupied in the establishment of new missions
in India. After much thought and deliberation, the ultimate
decision of this question was very wisely left to the mis-
sionaries themselves, who were placed at liberty to act as
seemed best, under the advice of Christian friends on the
spot, and the intimations of Divine providence.

Amongst other devoted and useful labourers raised up for
the service of God in this emergency, appeared one remark-
able man, William Tobias Eingeltaube. Born in 1770, at
Scheidelwitz, near Brieg, in the south of Prussia, he studied
at the University of Halle, and was ordained to the ministry
at "Wernigerodu in 1796. The Society for the Promotion of
Christian Knowledge then sent out Eingeltaube as a mis-
sionary to Calcutta, but somehow he soon tired of the work
there, and returned to England in 1799. This is the more
surprising as he was a clever man, and was afterwards very
active in the service of the London Missionary Society.
"While in England, Eingeltaube urged the claims of the
heathen in India, associating chiefly with the Moravians,
or United Brethren. In 1803, however, he accepted the
invitation, of the London Missionary Society to form a part
of the proposed mission to India.